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will in particular: 

 support a network of national reference collections relevant to national and EU  

phytosanitary policy, 

 provide guidelines for preserving, maintaining and improving the quality, accessibility of  

national reference collections (specimens, tissue and DNA) and consequently ensuring  

harmonization of collection maintenance across Europe. 

Aims and objectives of the 
project 
Q-collect aims to improve the status of reference  

collections  important to plant health and the objectives 

of the project are to: 

1) make an inventory of existing plant pest collections 

in the European and Mediterranean region, and of 

their content, 

2) develop guidelines for quality standards, 

3) develop guidelines to improve the accessibility of 

these collections, 

4) design and build a network of reference collections, 

5) develop an info-portal on the web to provide infor-

mation on the outcomes of the project, 

6) disseminate results to stakeholders. 

Introduction and context 
International trade and travel has increased  

tremendously in recent years with plants and plant  

products being moved around the world. As a  

consequence, the rate of introduction and  

establishment of new pests (arthropods, bacteria, fungi, 

invasive plants, nematodes, phytoplasmas and viruses) 

has increased.  

The capability of national plant protection  

organizations (NPPOs) to quickly and reliably  detect and 

identify these organisms is critical  for effective  

phytosanitary measures to be taken  and for ensuring 

safe transnational movement of plants and plant  

products.  

Laboratories are increasingly working under quality  

assurance systems (including accreditation) and need to 

have access to validated tests.  In order to allow    

development, validation and use 

of methods for the  

identification of a pest, it is es-

sential that reference  

collections are  well  

maintained and accessible. 

If you are interested in contributing or for further information please contact : 

contact@q-collect.eu 



List of Partners 

  1) DLO  http://www.wageningenur.nl/en.htm  

  2) FERA http://www.fera.defra.gov.uk/ 

  3) Vlaams Gewest / ILVO  http://www.ilvo.vlaanderen.be/  

  4) Univ Gent   http://www.ugent.be/  

  5) Univ Bologna   http://www.unibo.it/it  

  6) KNAW-CBS  http://www.cbs.knaw.nl/  

     7) WBF (EVD)-ACW  http://www.wbf.admin.ch/   

 8) ANSES  http://www.anses.fr/fr  

  9) INRA  http://www.inra.fr/  

  10) Naturalis  http://www.naturalis.nl/nl/  

  11) DSMZ  http://www.dsmz.de/  

  12) Ages  http://www.ages.at/  

 13) EPPO   http://www.eppo.int/  

 14) FGU VNIIKR  http://www.vniikr.ru/index.html 

          15)  JKI            http://www.jki.bund.de/ 

16) NVWA         http://www.nvwa.nl/   
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